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hisr rf Ofcaries Wawea W
banks now senator trOll Indiana

and prospective candidate of Be
publican party tea the paafttwt-
ial nomination occurred when he
3 yean old which ne t fifty fear
ago

Hid father had Jwat eeoied new
house on Wa toffee fteacre farm to
Union county Ohio and the old build
Jug had been converted Into a work
shop and a general store novae for B
vision While other members of the
family were engaged in fitting up the
new home the boy was left in the old
house and his desire to help set hUn
to work cleaning up He procured
a broom and began Weeping thee

and rubbish Into neat little piles
which he afterward threw on the logs
in the oldfashioned atone replace
where a fire was briskly

The little fellow was so intent on his
of redding up that he did not

notice that a burned shaving be hatragged from the Ire had ignited one
of the piles of rubbish dry wood
caught in an instant and the flamespread to other collections of shavings
until Ute room waa in a blaze The
boy raised a cry and rushed for the
door which was closed The hot flames
by this time bad caught larger material
and were up the walls and eat
ing into the dry wood of the ceiling
The boy was too small to reach theheavy of UK door but with an
instinct and resource extraordinary in
one cif his age be grabbed a board from-
a cirpenier table which he braced

the wall and mounting jft
rail d the latch panned open tike
ani eseafwd In the nick of time

VtMW be pst
tiKXhat rifth a white Awe

a mournful voice Oh mother Isburnt up our house
He had indeed and with it the en

tire winters stock of flour meat but-
ter dried apples and the bounteous
family stores that farmers
wives in those days collected But the
loss was never thought of in the Joy
over the childs escape

The pluck and strength with which
Charles Fairbanks at 3 years of age
extricated himself from dangerous sur-
roundings were a fair Indication of his
sturdy country frame sad mind He
was well adapted for the tasks which
fall to the lot of little boys in the

and by the time he was f years
old he could trudge across plowed fields
and drop corn and pumpkin seeds
could drive the cows to pasture feed
the chickens hunt the eggs chop
kindlings and do all the light chores

that are usually put off on the younger
members of a farmers family The
foundation of an education that has
served to land him in the United
States senate waa laid at the district
school a short distance from his hom

When he was 1 years of age a
tremendous event occurred in his life
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j He was taker from toe district school
rant sear far the winter to a bJigHar
institution in Woodstock a nearby
town This enlarged the boys vision
of the world and was an important ex-
perience in his life Ae was an earn-
est bog but not dull aa4 averse to
fun In fact he extracted about as
much enjoyment out of his boyhood
existence as falte to the share of
ordinary lads He was ambitious
however and went into the new school
determined to make a good record
which he did He felt grateful to his
father for having shown so much con-
sideration as to give Mm unusual edu-
cational advantages for a boy of his
age and he went back home deter
mined to exhibit his gratitude by in
creased usefulness on the farm

About this tune his father
motAd him from light chore work
and gave him charge of two spirited
young horses Charles was an intense
lover of animals especially horses
and he was proud to be entrusted
with the management of a good team

did some plowing and hauling
about the farm and showed that he
we capable of taking care of the
houses

t n Jtt deliver a large

distance the road he had to travel
ran parallel with a railroad track
On their return home a train
took the boys in the big farm wage

The young horses became fright-
ened at the noise behind them reared
plunged and attempted to run away
Young Fairbanks bandied the reins
so skilfully that the frightened ani-
mals were kept on the teed although

g at a terrific pace-
o make things worse a chain in

the rear of the wagon became loose
and Its clatter further terrorized the
horses Other vehicles on the road
were hastily PUled out of the way
and their occupants gazed in horror
expecting to see Farmer Fairbanks
team and his two young sons perched
up on a high seat hurled to

skill worthy of a Hank Yank guided
his steeds along the rough country
road until they were exhausted and
calmed down The eoolnes
by the future senator when a baby
bad this time saved own life and
that of his brother

The event in his boyhood which is
most firmly fixed in the senators
mind and which he recalls with the
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Burr justly charged his defeat to Ham
ilton and due time the latter an-
swered With his life for his part in the

A less tragic sequel of the
contest was the passage by congress of
a constitutional amendment providing
that the electors shall designate their
ballots as for president and vice presi
dent a change making impossible a
repetition of the trouble of 1101

Clays First Losing Eight
It was predetermined that Madison

should succeed Jefferson and that the
former should in turn for
Monroe but John Quincy Adams was
in some respects an accidental
dent approach of the election In
1824 found ffur candidates before the
people Adams crawfbr4 andClay Jackson had a majority of thepopular v t but not of the electoralcollege anil thus the election gain
went to the house with choice to be
made from the three candidates Jack1
son Adams and Crawford wbo hadrrsiyed the most electoral votes ThatClay karred from the contest to
the house due to seemed at

moment a trifling matter The
state l HrMatMre at that tim srl cteil
the prMpntiSil Tctnr tateiBy toiiued down-
right dishonesty the Louisiana legisla-
ture seized an opportunity during the
absence of Clays supporters from that
body to vote for the presidential

These electors divided their votes
between Jackson and Adams but had
the election tak n place when days
r Uvit i i i tiu the I uuisi JiM ete

ton would have been Clay men and
their votes in the electoral college
would have made Clays electoral vote
greater than that of Crawford Clay
then instead of Crawford would hav
Preen a uJidat before th h use aid

i ia t HI i it ixniji of which
he was speaker would have secured his
election As it was his preference d
termined the result Under ordinary
eiFcUfOS anf fl h undoubtedly would
hue fsniipcrtf1 Cr r wfinil hut h
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when his uncl r
presented him with a fine muxsfe
loading rage l t still retained
and sometime u ed the dtotio

statesman Toting Fairbanks
was not yet 12 yeas old when this
much coveted firearm waa given him
It is a heavy rifle and was consider-
able of a load for of his age
His muscles however were well de-
veloped by farm work and he soon
acquired the knack of handling theJ Illi f m

fid ImsSSlSS bef
When a develop-

ed an intense Tonflnoss for outofdoor sports but of them wag
more attractive with his
rifle He was a sure shot within therange of hid gun and his favorite rec-
reation was hunting squirrels He be-
came so expert that he could bark-
a squirrel that hv send a bullet o
near the squirrf i head that the fittte
animal would be stunned by the shock
and killed by the to the ground
without the akin being broken

Shortly after came in possession
of the rifle he wt With an accideot
While driving his fathers cows home
from pasture a stampede occurred
and he was thrown against a partly
opened gate and his arm broken Even
while carrying his arm in a sling he
would not part company with his
rifle but managed with his sound
arm and an occasional rest to bring
down squirrels and rabbits Nowa
days when the visits his old
home in Ohio where hla aged mother
lives he will show
farmer boys in the some
fancy scooting with his old mujwle
loading Kentucky rifle

The senator did not miss many of
the pleasures of boyhood and he has
not lost his keen seat for country
sports despite the fact that he has
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paralysis so severe s to shatter his
and Clay was thus forced aa

he expressed it to make a choice of
evils Jackson or Adajna Without de-
lay be announced to his friends that
he had decided to support Adams who
backed by vis own and the followers
of Clay was on the first bat

Xotr Mlaasri Pri
Death along court have prevented

Jacksons two elections to the jnesiden
cy but an of inci-
dents played a mojre decisive part in
the choice of Van Baton than all of thecunning his own deep scheming brain
When J ka i took 183 Johtt
C Calhoun then beginning his second
term as st pd foDemost

dent In Jackson waa elevt
ed it wan understood that h should
serve a singly term and that Calhoun
should become his successor This
Plan however went early awry Craw

had not to resent his
in 1824 whi h with or without

duo reason be held Calhoun chiefly re-
spcnslhlo Fran th comfortable ro-

tirvnunt afforded him by a scat on the
GeorRiH bench Crawford
of JnekuMf Jrinds de that iu
Monroe of which he and Cal-
houn had been members the latter had
proposed that Jacksons conduct in the
Florida war during which as a mat
ter of fact Jackson had carried things
with a high hand be made the sub-
ject of inquiry and that if the charges

him were proved be be
with severity Crawford letter

brought him the revenge he was seek-
ing It shown to Jackson who at
once a ropy to Calhoun with-
a request for an explanation There
ouM Lc none unl prcs-
iUtjiii iiitinclEhl j iur iU oUu changed
on the instant to implacable enmity

Calhoun charged his toss of favor to
Van Burcn who profited by if he had j

not fostered the quarrel v iih Jacksor-
f vlnn JstC80ii Van Rurfrs
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bout pictured as the embodiment of
degnity He was a goodStudepC bfta genuine boy He did not
for fishing but the creels and
near his old home afforded hint de
Mghtful recreation in slumming and
diving Sometimes as be sits te the
senate during a tone dsemry debate a
dreamy reminiscent look will come
Into his eyes and a smbs his
face as he thinks of a certain ajfady
pool out in old Union county where
he played hookey more than once for
the stake of a dip

of these joys he
loots well He and two or fr
his schoolmates overstayed then noon
hoftr enjoying
waters of the creek When they Anal-
ly arrived at the school tell
tale damp on their hair formedmaster where they bad They
were brought out on

care muok
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lend he joined Clay in an earnest

Van Buren was savagely attacked
his nomination finally rejected by Cal
houns own casting vote with a result
unforeseen save by one astute senator

when Clay and openly
rejoiced over their work aid
True you have broken a minister but

you have elected a vise president
This shrewd prophecy h quick onh-
Armation Van Buren returning from
England was warmly weVcomed at the
White House as a victim to
tion to the president and soon It be
came known that Jtickfon nofjv re

in the presidency Formal proof ofc
this was farnigh when a
national convention hell it fhfcrtinortH-
if May IS32 nominated J rlscen for
president and Van Huron for j

dent Four years latr the
seeded his chief In th higher ofti

General Fatal
In 1MO accident again jnn into play

to make a president an bjfenjt howl
uiiin the nia hincij nf Us party was
fclitxi enough u him u rfKO m
nation but the panic of 1X37 and the
hard times that followed ittoldheavttyi
against him and long before cam-
paign began shrewd observers pre-
dicted that whoever W cured the Whig
nomination would al iujry the

A majority a tlat l v d
the nomination of Clay but anti Maf
sons then composed a large portion of
the opposition and Clay was a Boys
Mch Mason That caused him to be
put aside The great Kentuckian out
of the field th ch icf of UK convert
tton hay between S u Ilujriiw
with the Virginia delegation in a poel

P decide its action Scott
had written a letter to Francis

5raiMSw of New York in wb4ci pea
sought t n

eager effort to defeat the
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floor a thorough mod
oldfashioned flogging that was theft
the standard of school discipltne

Although owning an extensive farm
Senator Fairbanks father was by no

a wealthy man and Charles
the oldest of the children felt

that it was his duty to contribute as
as possible to his impport-

ap dedication At the age of 13
to Colombo to attnM an acad-

emy and while there resided with his
uncle who held a local public ofltoe-
Aa Charles was anxious to pay his own

Cwy his uncle procured him some
clerical work which assisted in meet
ing his expenses

At 15 he attended a preparatory
school for college SAd soon entered the
phk Wesleyaa university at Delaware

r He dM not exactly work his own
way through college hat he

materially toward it When h
reached the university he was not the
dignified well poised person he now is
but is remembered as a long lank
stripling about six feet tall his ap
pearance being extremely suggestive of
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Showed this letter to Thaddeus Stevens
of Penusyhrante and permitted Stev
ens a bitter enemy of Scott to lee
it in his own way During a visit to
the headquarters of the Virginia dele-
gation Stevens dropped it on the floor
where it was soon discovered and its
contents made known to the
That caused them to reject Bcetl and
support Harrison who as the candi-
date of his party scored an over
whelming victory at the polls

Aa Hfosacpectad Seqael
The campaign of 1840 bad a dramatic

find unexpected sequel Thurlow Weed
before the meeting of the Whig eon

Vrnt1oi sought out Webster and urged
tlira to take second place on the ticket
with Harrison but the was
rejected scorn An acceptance of
Wcd adviie would have made Web
Hter president in little more than a
year lays friends after Harrison
had been nominated were urged to
name the candidate for vioo president
They irs pfferfd the nomination to

Leigh of Virginia who soon
would have stood in Harrisons place
had he not declined The nomination
w offered to Nathaniel p Tall
mifage of New York Had he not put
it pride New York would have furn
Jsheu four presidents from the vice
presidents chair instead of three Next

amuel Southard of New Jersey had
the offer of the nomination He too
would have none of it Henry A Wise
at last put forward the claims of John
Tyler The letters proslavery prin-
ciples promised needed strength to the
ticket and he was accordingly nomi
nated for vice president And so by a
singular chain of circumstances rrut-
iu with the death of Harrison aweep after he took office Tyler

president
Sjpw Vaa Buren T Put Aside
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the rural districts There was an ap-
preciable hiatus ejQthe bottom of
his trousers and tit tops of his shoes
but the young student was oblivious to
thi sincongnuty

A neighbor lad equally ambitious
for a college educaxknt Attended the
university with and the
two boys conceived that If
they could Join their forces it would
make the burden easier for each
them They rented a room in the town
of Delaware apd set up housekeeping-
for the term Their parents contrib
uted some furniture and as often as
they had opportunity sent them

and provisions They got along
economical

To help meet his expenses young
Fairbanks who bad learned bow to
use the tools of a caxyenter on the
farm frequently secured JOb of car-
pentering and repairing He says now
that he made quite as
good a carpenters as be has a lawyer-
an dif he had stuck to the trade might
have beep a great contractor and
builder by this time
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of his prestige counted a
clear majority of delegates when the
Democratic as-
sembled Baltimore in May but
a shrewd enforcement t time twothirds
rule deprived him of this advantage-
over his rivals
produced much bad feea g Between the
supporters of Van Bur ai his chief
competitor Cass On the eighth

fortyfour votes cast for James
K Polk of Tennessee The latter up
to that time had received public men-
tion only as a possible candidate for
vice president but on the ninth ballot

j by one of those singular whirls of
that sometimes take hold of
of men backed by the cunning

manipulation of fUMttk rn politicians
he was unanimously nominated Polk
had been speaker of the house and
governor f his state but was then liv-
ing hI complete retirement The
nomination says was a sur-
prise and marvel to the country

lay was the ndta lne of the
who at tho outset counted on all
victory amiss There
MHJS some trifling strength In the so
railed Abolition party In the uo th
its representatives met in convention
and nominated James G Blrney for
president Blrneys candidacy caused
the Whig party to lose the presidency
for his popular vote of C2399 sufficed
to turn New York and Michigan

Whigs and to give PoUt a majority-
of sixtyfive in the electoral college
And so tell Harry of the Slashes
the ideal American chivalrous and
tender waa beaten by one whose
qualifications were to the masses an
interrogation point Clay was heart

keii r his unlookedfor defeat
The blow that has fallen on our

is very heavy he wrote to a
friend 1 hope she may recover from
it hut I confess that tle prospect is
dirk and discouraging These were
th
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Fairbanks first attends to the
tpfM he is here for was the veni-
qp of his coUega metes awAtf

time he in fp

of the future senator
time During his course
teed no prixes fur JNr

4f mention but made a
and graduated With the re

ta cet of faculty and
There is no doubt tHe

of Senator FaUr a ks f
oblate about the last two rears efBto
college course tl s he-
WM of the college paper sad
Ma assistant was Miss Cornelia flak
daughter of Judge Cole of MaryavtQe
Ohio also a the
university Their association In si
Age editorial work developed O e
romance which their
marriage in 1872

Biri m Life XM W rib
When a lad Mr Fairbanks

a decided taete for the
his collegiate course this taste was
gratified and he manifested abilities-
at mock trials in the fraUr-

rnitles that in after years brought Mmrae and wealth It chsraeteris
of him even in early life alwmjr

to have some definite purpose in view
He never shouldered his rifle for an
aimless stroll in the weeds butt al
ways the idea of shooting gauze
To this day he does not care to start
on a or a ride without
object or place In view His
eporse of life has been shaped on this

Reaving college he
hat still with a deflate of

studying law and being admitted to
the bar He accepted the position of
agent of the Associated Press at FlUs

Pa the appointment having
been given him by his uncle the late
William Henry Smith r t the

of this news gatbejHf din

w his eyperieaee in news gathering
fa4he Smoky aux I w-

i the most
tor report the the
the stage of water hi

and Mononsahela rivers
recently said

He had plenty of time to devote
the study of law which he took
with a prominent attorney in
burg but when he sought admission
to the bar he was refused
had not been for three years resi-
dent in the state which was require-
ment for admission Thereupon he
went to Cleveland 9-

raitted and shortly afterward
ried and opened his first law ofllce to
the city of Indianapolis This was ia
Ii74

The business and political of
the sturdy Ohio boy who escaped be-
ing burned to death worked on his
fathers farm hunted squirrels and
rabbits and was flogged for gain in
swimmin is familiar to in
terested in public characters The
success that has attended his pulley of
having a definite I purpose In view

well for his success at the
convention in Chicago K

one of those definite purposes to to
secure the vice presidential nomina-
tion
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BY RUFUS ROCKWELL WILSON

ICHANCE AND THE PRESIDENCY l

CCIDEKT8 favoring circumstances
and unlookedfor events have done
more to seat a majority of our

presidents and to bar abler aspirants
than all the calculable influences and
qualities Hardly ope of the great lead-ers of either of the great parties hasbeen elected since the earlier days of therepublic Jackson the elder Harrison
and Grant excepted none of the gen-
erally popular men has succeeded and

those Harrison was the popularity
f an idea and Grants of a military

litro The history of nominating eon
vntiona and of shows in factthat man who has won only a mod-
erate degree of fame and then waitedfor tome happy turn of fortune hashad by far the best chance of success

The first election of Jefferson was
due to an unlookedfor of
events Under the constitution
then was the man who received the

number of electoral votes was
mad president and the man who

i the next largest number rice
i But Burr and Jefferson re-
ceived sn equal number of electoral
votes and there being no choice in the
electoral college the election was

vej The house was not abU to makeu choice for seven days would not
elected J fTerson at had not

an unexpected thence n brought
to upon tb ontest J rur was the
authority and ability of Alexander
Hamilton the i r of the Ftifaistp
who regarding fiuir as the greirt of
two evils int iwi d at elevutlihow in behalf Jeffereon Even then
Hamilton ace ch hed his purpose in
an indirect i s the Federal repre-
sentative iron rniont and two
front Maryland blank ballots no
that in the final bailor it appeared that
ten tates a majority h iiiis
flan given Jefferson their ballots It
hat been aptly said that Jeffersons-
ele ijjn through the efforts of
tor ho personified all that op
in hi toiy is one of t
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glimmer on the horizon in IMS had attforever
The Defeat of Qeaanl CM

Indeed In that year it was
certain that the Whig candtdalttwould be elected he waa put aside forTaylor on the plea of availability Poikwoken with the carea of did tseek a renominatlon and the Demo-

crats named to him
Cass a northern man acceptable tosouthern Interests The friends of VonBuren however had been prom t toresent his defeat m the convention af1844 because of his opposftlon
to the extension of slaren He was
made a hero and a martyr while theDemocracy of New York mU

and
knows as Hunkers and Bamburnersloth factious appeared at hf De Mstir eonvention of J848 and both were
admitted with the privilege if

j the state equally between themPut the Barnburners flouted this
hearted recognition Instead they

i slavery men from other states nom
hinted Van Rur n on a platform de-
claring for fi soil free speech tired
free men Van Buren remembering
how Cass had Mood in way fevryears before and also artxiou to
out the slight that had been placed
upon him by tn south accepted the
nomination His lost New
York to the Democracy and sealed the
fats of Ck Taylor receiving 4 major-
ity of thirtysix votes in the pectoral
college

In Iii Scott was the nomii s of the
Whigs Cass and Douglas the
leading candidates before thj Demo
cratic convention of that fif but the
former was a oricedttVatJi candidate
while the envy arouses by his brilliant
career in the senate prevented the lat
ters nomination Daniel 8 Dickinson
could have been iiomfnated had he tot
refused to allow his natue to be pre-
sented to the convention for H nn
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